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Introduction
The verge of collapse of the United States national security is considered as critical and all levels of government in conjunction with the homeland security strategizes to safeguard the nation from any peripheral terrorization that degrades the sovereignty of the nation (Bach & Kaufman, 2009). It is important to note that homeland security must work together with other related agencies to effectively mitigate any imminent attacks in the country. In this research paper, we will explore terrorist attacks and the response of the federal, state and local agencies. 
Terrorist attacks in the United States attract much attention across the globe as the country is termed as superpower thus the preparedness and response to any form of attack should be viable and successful. We will take for instance international terrorism where it is perpetrated by people or groups that are affiliated with foreign terrorist nations or organizations. For instance, on December 2nd in 2015, there was a shooting in San Bernardino, CA. the incident left 14 individuals dead and 22 others injured and the perpetrators were a married couple who were radicalized for a period of time before the attack. They were motivated by foreign terrorist organizations and extremist ideologies (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2016).
The role of the homeland defense in handling international terrorist attacks would be to have awareness of any potential threats that may be affiliated with the current attacks. For instance, some terrorist attacks a particular place in order to divert the attention of the counter-terrorist unit while in their mind, they are targeting a mass attack at the same time. Besides, they will intercept or defeat threats at a safe distance, which may involve killing the perpetrators. They also support the civil authorities in abating damage and recovery strategies from the mass casualty attack (Blanchard et al., 2007).
In the event of terrorism and homeland security, the main role of law enforcement is prevention. To justify its objectives, every agency must work in hand with the homeland security organization. In addition, homeland security coordinates varying activities with numerous organizations on federal, state and local levels, including the private sector (the United States. Department of Homeland Security, 2010). The federal government is responsible for diplomatic, intelligence and military policy in identifying and combating terrorist entities and state sponsors. Thus, they disseminate any existing and evolving terrorist attacks and the probable domestic targets of the terrorist (Homeland Security, 2008). The federal government funds the local and state governments in relation to training and the formation of state and local law enforcement agents as counterterror investigators and analysts across the nation, where the local terror Intelligence Fusion Centers (IFCs) operate. 
The state and local organization will undertake numerous phases to enhance their preparedness which includes conducting risk assessments, executing response plans and emergency agreement in respect to the magnitude of the attack (Homeland Security, 2018). It is the role of state and local agencies is to share any threat information concerning any terrorist attacks with the federal government. The state and local government form the IFCs that informs and supports all the activities of the federal government in preventing and averting any imminent attacks. It is important to note that all the levels of the government with interacting mutually in identification, minimization, averting any terrorist attacks. 
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